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The Voice of the Students
The Crescent is George Fox University's student newspaper, a publication that has been part of the
university and the Associated Student Community since 1981. The opinions and ideas presented in
this paper do not necessarily reflect those of George Fox University.
Distribution
Issues can be found in most academic or residential buildings on campus.
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It's been a pleasure making comics for you all this
year. I look forward to doing it again in the fall!
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Israel Hammond Takes on
Slam Poetry
By Alicia Pacheco
Israel Hammond has gJways been a performer,
but when he began attending George Fox Uni
versity (GFU), he found a new creative outlet. His
freshman year, he discovered the LatinX Heritage Club's
(LHC) Spoken Word event and took a shot at perform
ing. After a few years of practice with the GFU audience,
Hammond has now released a spoken word EP and won
the Rip City Basement poetry slam in Pordand, while
continuing to compete locally and nationally.
Hammond has been writing poetry since he was four
teen, but had never performed his poetry before attending
LHG's Spoken Word Night. When he attended the event
his freshman year, he only intended to support his friends
who were performing.
"Poetry to me is just my journal space. It was a cre
ative way for me to express how I was feeling. I had never
really shared it ever because it was really personal to me,
Hammond said.
The studenat heading the event at the time pushed
him to give it a try, and, though he wasn't sure he would
make a habit of it, he enjoyed it.
"I liked it, being able to play with words and draw
an audience in," Hammond said. "I've done theater and
acting since I was young so being on a stage has always
been something I have enjoyed, being able to share the
intimate aspects of my life and my reality with peo
ple, whether through a character and acting, and now
through a piece, expressing who I am and my experi
ence.
Although Hammond has been practicing his poetry at
GFU for several years now, this year was the first year he
stepped up to compete for a larger audience.
His first competition was this past March in Portland.
He competed at the Rip City Basement Poetry Slam and
won, judged by audience applause. Almost immediately
after this win, Hammond traveled to Madison, Wis. for
the Black Arts Matter (BAM) event.
"I thought it was going to be a bunch of young people
who were new to the scene... and turns out, I watch a lot
of button poetry and I'm sitting there listening to these
performers and I start to notice a couple of them... There
are poets there from Button Poetry, National Poet winners.
I slowly became a fan and forgot I was competing," Ham
mond said about his BAM Slam experience.
Although Hammond scored weU, he did not move on
to the finals the following day. The competition was fierce
and due to a mix up, Hammond was thrown on stage first,
although the line-up had him performing last.
"It was a really good learning experience," Ham
mond said. "There's a strong distinct difference between
a spoken word presenter and a spoken word competitor
and I think seeing the difference between the two was
monumental for me. Now I have a mental bar to rise to or
surpass."
Not only did Hammond get to compete against
serious award-winning poets, but he was also met with
encouragement by the same poets he admires. "At the end
of the event, a lot of them were Uke 'You're a wordsmith.
You're a lyricist,"' said Hammond. "I was just honored to
be in the same room with so many poets who take com
peting seriously."
That competition was just the beginning for Ham
mond. He plans to continue competing and writing.
"That was just a nice little taste of what could happen
next," said Hammond.
On March 25, Hammond released his spoken word
EP, "Reverse Introversion," under the name Izzy is Real.
This project came after some encouragement from Jesse
Cetz to put some music to his poems and record them.
Jesse Cetz also worked alongside him on the track
"Scars."
"Each track takes you through different aspects of
me," Hammond said. His EP is available on Spotify, Ap
ple Music, and iTunes.
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Regan Hill has never been anywhere longer
than she has been at George Fox University
(GFU). Growing up, Hill was almost always
surrounded by moving boxes. Her father's job meant they
were always going somewhere new, and though there were
many things she felt she missed out on, her parents have
always encouraged her to explore the world beyond her
comfort zone.
After graduation, HiU will be packing boxes one more
time and moving overseas to Namyangju, South Korea,
where she will be working as a community builder at
Peace Building.
The job description covers a wide range of responsi
bilities, including working as an Enghsh teacher and baris-
ta, but the ultimate goal is to reunify North and South
Korea. More directly, HiU wiU work in her various posi
tions to make connections with other people and foster a
sense of community among them: a hefty task, but one for
which she can't contain her excitement.
"All of the pieces fit in perfect alignment with my
strengths and my interests, which is really cool," said Hill.
"It kind of just feU in my lap, Uke I didn't feel like I had
to do a lot of searching to find it; aU of the pieces kind of
just came together."
The plan was always to work overseas in community
development, but Hill didn't know exactly what that might
look hke until she came to GFU.
"It almost feels like the mentors and the friends and
the professors at Fox gave me a pair of glasses, and for
the first time, I can gee myself clearly and see the world
around me a little bit more clearly," Hill said.
The connections she has made at GFU have shown
her what it means to be known and have prepared her for
the relational aspects of the new internship.
GFU has completely changed Hill's perspective on
hospitahty. Being in spaces where people have welcomed
her into their lives and homes, she has learned what
intention looks like. These experiences have taught her
that there is more to everyone's story and to treat everyone
with kindness.
"I've never had relationships like I've had at Fox,"
HiU said. "And I met some of the most wonderful people
with the most beautiful relationships of depth and of rich
ness and of life that I've never experienced before. And
the thought of leaving that is making me really sad."
Years from now, Regan HiU wiU remember the hard
conversations, the sitting in Newberg Bakery with a morn
ing glory muffin, the late-night trips to Portland and the
belly-laughing in the Bon with friends. Although her GFU
experience was not what she expected, it was life-changing.
"I think I kind of just had this assumption that I was
going to come to George Fox and just like receive an
education," HiU said, "but when I think about my time at
Fox I'm not going to be thinking necessarily about specific
assignments or essays that I wrote but rather the personal
growth."
Photo by Gracyn Hill
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She was born in Hawaii, raised in Jamaica and likes
popcorn. At least, that's how Kalieela Reid, senior
at George Fox University (GFU), describes herself.
Reid is graduating this spring with a bachelor's degree
in Biology, and she wants to work in public health. Reid
specifically wants to help low-income areas and women of
color get the medical help they need and so sorely lack.
"When I was 14, I had an assignment, where my
guidance counselor told us we had to do some volunteer
I  'Making a Mark:
Kaheela Reid
By Jen Wright
work," Reid said. "I ended up going to this children's hos
pital in Jamaica and volunteering and realizing that I real
ly love being in the medical setting and being wdth people.
At the time, I [was] like, 'oh, I want to be a doctor' and I
think that's what I really wanted to do, and so I decided
the best way to do that was to study biology."
Junior year, she realized she didn't want to be a physi
cian, and that she wanted to work in public health.
Reid is especially hoping to help proUde women of color
with good health care and pregnancy support, because their
survival rates are much lower than other groups of women.
"Something I'm really hoping to work on in the
future is making sure that people in marginalized groups
or lower-income communities are proUded with proper
health care," Reid said. "And also that women in those
communities can also be provided with good health care."
Her passion for helping those communities has affect
ed her involvement at GFU, where she has ser\^ed as the
treasurer for the Black Student Union, a cultural ambassa
dor, the vice president of Intercultural Life and an intern
for the James Project.
"I've always done something in Intercultural Life,"
Reid said. "1 feel like I'm always in this office, or 1 have
some sort of attachment to this office, no matter where 1
am or what I'm doing."
One of the biggest issues Reid cares about is racial
reconciliation.
"1 think something that we really stress at Fox is grace,
which is very important," Reid said. "1 also learned about
racial reconciliation. It's a church term. A lot of times, racial
reconciliation doesn't happen out of a [Christian] context."
Reid mentioned that racial reconcihation has to
happen in a church setting, because outside the church, it
doesn't happen with the grace and love it needs to include.
Aside from racial reconciliation, Reid has seen a need
on campus for more faculty of color, specifically to help
students gain perspective and guidance from people who
know where they are coming from.
"It's a really important thing to have on this campus,"
Reid said. "What you find is that you have a lot of students of
color that come to Fox and they are looking for mentors, or
people that look like them, and they don't ever get to see that."
Some of the faculty do a good job of supporting those
students and walking with them, but the relational per
spective isn't always there, Reid said.
"Sometimes they need someone that has walked in
their shoes," Reid said.
Reid hopes to be that person in the public health com
munity, and she hopes that the community will continue to
grow at GFU after she leaves.
Photo by Regan Hill
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A Writer
Learns to Read
By Jen Wright
Few people think of college as a place to learn
how to read, but that's exacdy what George
Fox University (GFU) student Rachel Marcelia
points to as the thing she'll take with her after graduation
this spring.
Marcelia is graduating with a Bachelors in English
and a pile of writing experience to help her on her path to
teaching high school Enghsh.
Marceha is working as an intern for the WiUiam Penn
Honors Program, of which she is a member, and an Ac
ademic Resource Center (ARC) consultant. In addition,
she studied abroad at Oxford in 2018, where she won the
prestigious de Jager prize for exceptional academic perfor
mance.
"The Honors program was super cool, and it also
appealed to me that it was just such a young program,"
Marcelia said. "All the students that I talked to just had
such a passion for it, even though it wasn't an established
thing, that there was clearly something about it that, even
in its half-formed state, people were excited for it, and it
was just really refreshing."
Marceha enjoyed the genuineness of the involvement
in the program, both from students and professors.
"A lot of other schools, it felt like they were trying to
be like 'oh, look at our history, it's so cool' and then there's
this program that feels hke it started in someone's kitch
en," Marceha said.
Marceha also wrote for the GFU chapter of The Od
yssey Online, writing on anything from politics to a week
end spent alone in her dorm, until she left over differences
with the Odyssey management.
The biggest thing she's taken away from her time at
GFU is how to read.
"The best way I've been able to sort of conceptual
ize it is how when we read, we're ultimately practicing
listening," Marceha said. "We're ultimately learning how
to hsten to [the] voices of people, characters [and] ideas
that are not our own."
Marceha describes it as a sort of "temporary surren
der" of her own ideas.
One of her instructors. Professor BiU Johff, handed
out copies of an unpubhshed text he wrote, titled "The
Articulated Reader," which explains the relationship be
tween a book and its reader.
"Every text you read, you're basicaUy entering it the
same way you enter a conversation with other people,"
Marceha said. "In that sense, sort of learning to see the
text as actively interacting with me and not just something
that I open up and read, where I'm the actor and it just
sits there passively."
Honors discussions helped form new reading habits,
and she learned to read as a three-part conversation.
"We often talk about the three conversations, be
tween us and the text, us and our peers and us and God,
and how all of those are happening kind of simulta
neously," Marceha said. "And we talk about charitable
reading, and charitable conversation, where we can
enter that interaction with humility and love, regardless
of whether we're reading Darwin, Freud, the Bible, or
literature."
The community she has formed between herself and
the texts also extends to the community at GFU, where
the "smaU spaces" create opportunities for genuine con
nection, Marceha said.
"The people that I've met at Fox, and the relation
ships that I've made, whether it be in the Honors pro
gram, or the Enghsh major...I've gotten more opportuni
ties to know the underclassmen in the Honors program,"
Marceha said. "The relationships have been very forma
tive to me, both in the fact that they've taught me that
relationships can be very difficult, and that they've taught
me that they can be beautiful."
Photos by Victoria Prieto
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By Danielle Brovon
Joel Martin is a senior Philosophy and Psycholo
gy major who transferred to George Fox Uni
versity (GFU) three years ago from Point Loma
Nazarene University. On April 1, Martin released a new
album called "Between Suns."
Martin started writing music when he was 16. "It was
never a question. I was going to write songs and that was
that," said Martin.
He picked up his guitar and strung together melodies
easily; the harder part was coming up with the lyrics.
Some days the words flow easily — on others it's a diffi
cult process — but his love for music allows him to persist
through the writer's block.
"I'm really good at getting the initial melody or the
very first thing of a song and then that's where it becomes
labor [and] you have to push through the sludge to make
it something new," said Martin. "It's a nightmare getting
something to the place of completion."
When I asked how he finished the 12 songs on his new
album, Martin looked at me incredulously: "I have no
idea. I've been asking myself [that same question], but I
have no idea how it happened or how I did it," he said.
No matter how he did it, Joel Martin has reached a
major milestone in his musical career, an accomplishment
that took two years to complete.
According to Martin, his post-graduation plans are
"unnervingly precarious." However, this musician has
big dreams ahead. He hopes to go on tour with his older
brother and promote this new album. He also wants to
hike the Pacific Grest Trail (PCX), a hiking trail that ex
tends from Northern Mexico to Canada and takes four to
six months to complete
"My goal is to escape the internet haze we're in, you
know," said Martin. It's a chance to unplug from social
media and escape the constant buzz of industrialization,
immersing himself in his music without the distractions of
the world.
Martin plans to attend graduate school and eventually
pursue a career in counseling or music therapy; however,
Martin's dream is to five off of his music.
"I don't need to be rich or anything, just enough that
I can pay rent and make my next project," said Martin.
Martin may not have his future planned, but he has big
dreams in mind and a world of possibilities to explore.
Check out Joel Martin's album release: www.joelmartinfromtoledo.bandcamp.com/album/between-suns
Album Cover art by Nan Young Lee
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The Sound
and the Beauty
' w r
Once Kyler Schubkegel graduates from George
Fox University (GFU) in May, the college
will be losing not just a student but also a
member of their William Penn Honors program and an
enthusiastic participant in their keyboard ensemble.
Schubkegel's next destination? Yale Divinity School,
where he will be seeking his Masters of Arts and Religion
(MAR) on a full-ride scholarship. He plans to spend two
years there, networking with and learning from Yale Di
vinity School's diverse population, which includes people
from a variety of religious backgrounds.
His focus? On how the visual arts, music and literature
affect one's religious experience. He chose Yale specifical
ly for the Institution of Sacred Music (ISM), due to the
interdisciplinary research opportunities it provides, or, as
he put it, "the chance to become chums with a bunch of
music students and divinity students."
Through the ISM, students from both schools take
courses together and share research. Schubkegel has a
unique opportunity in that ISM allows for a more flexible
curriculum, permitting students like him more freedom to
pick and choose courses for their degrees, depending on
their individual interests.
"That institution really strives to create a space where
people can engage in interesting conversations that no one
else is having," said Schubkegel. "I wanted to be a part of
that."
There were a number of factors involved in Schubke-
gal's development of interest between art and religion.
He grew up in a "distinctly Christian context," -with
a father who was a pastor, and thus became exposed to
spirituality and religion from a young age. Ever since he
can remember, Schubkegel has also loved classical music
and became especially enamored with it once he started
to play the piano. His love for literature formed later,
cultivated through thought-provoking literature classes,
especially those involving books written in early Christian
and medieval times.
Though the divinity school application was time-con
suming, and he had to work hard to maintain his grades,
Schubkegel had essentially been preparing himself for the
program for years. Everything in his life had led to this
career path.
Schubkegel is especially interested in how people view
Photo by JohnJoo
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and define beauty.
"In the Christian tradition, God is not just the source
of beauty, but He is actually beautiful himself," said
Schubkegel. Acknowledging that the statement is seem-
ingly paradoxical, he admitted it might be odd to describe
God, who's supposedly invisible, as beautiful.
"But that's where the theology of incarnation comes
in," said Schubkegel. "Because when God shows us to
Himself in Christ, we have access to all the beauty that is
God. And so, informed by that Christian tradition, I see
the beauty of the world as an expression of the beauty of
God."
While it's sometimes difficult to recognize the beauty
all around us, Schubkegel believes that, if you do allow
yourself to put in the time and the energy, you will find
that your relationship with God will be changed.
Schubkegel counts Johann Sebastian Bach as his fa
vorite composer because of his work's ability to showcase
God's beauty. Though it's not usually detectable to people
unfamiliar with his Lutheran background, some of Bach's
work evokes the essence of the Trinity.
Bach did this through creating a triple fugue. A sin
gle fugue is music that with one main melody through
out, with smaller melodies woven seamlessly into the
piece. Therefore, a triple fugue has three distinct main
melodies that while different, flow together in a comple
mentary way, such that the entire work manages to feel
cohesive. This is how one might describe the Trinity:
God the Father, His only son Jesus Christ, and the Holy
Ghost.
As for what Schubkegel wants to do with all his ac
cumulated knowledge and his passions, the future GFU
graduate doesn't have a definite answer.
"I've got several ideas. At some point in my life, I'U
probably want to do more research probably in the doc
toral level, but I am definitely interested in doing church
work," he said.
A mixture of both academia and jobs within the
church would be his ideal.
Whatever allows him to "foster the dialogue between
the life of the mind and the life of faith, and ultimately
help people see and appreciate and understand the beauty
that has drawn me to Christ—that would be a dream," he
said. "That would be my dream job."
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Epiphanies can happen anywhere. Emma Lauri-
on's occurred on Suthep Road in Chiang Mai,
Thailand, a few months before she was sched
uled to return to the U.S from her study abroad adventure.
It was just before sunset on a rather unremarkable
evening when Laurion slipped out of her program's
apartment housing and wandered through the streets. For
two weeks, she could barely bring herself to do anything
but attend class, occasionally catch dinner with a friend,
workout, and then hole up in her room. Ever since her
exposure to the tourism of northern Thailand and reintro-
duction to the shallow side of American culture, she'd felt
herself slipping into a depression.
In addition to watching a lot of Netflix, Laurion would
stare outside her window, observing the mountains and the
tops of buildings as they grew like buds from the jungle soil.
Finally, she couldn't take it anymore. She needed to
get out of her "funk" and regain her sense of wonder.
Earbuds in, she listened to Hippo Campus as she
searched for a place to eat. Students clad in uniforms
milled around and motorcycles puttered along her street,
Soi 7, which was situated right across from the university.
At the bottom of the hiU waited a much larger crowd.
Laurion felt the urge to make a detour.
The further she walked, the fewer people and estab
lishments she encountered. The jungle became more prev
alent and the sounds of the city faded, replaced by the
chirps of cicadas. Her skin gleamed with sweat, despite
the recent drop in temperature. As the sun started to set
through the trees, she heard behind her the sweet, conta
gious laughter of a family. A butterfly fluttered past, and
in that moment, a smile formed on her lips; Laurion knew
it was a sign.
Before Laurion left for Thailand during fall semester
of her senior year, she had attended George Fox for three
years. She'd considered traveling to Europe instead to
meet her requirements for her International Studies ma
jor, but chose Thailand because she felt it would be more
of a culturally enriching experience. She also expected
that it would spur more personal growth.
Turns out, it was the right decision for her.
From a young age, Laurion knew she perceived the
world differently than her peers. Even in high school, she
held many hippy-like beliefs, influenced perhaps by her
dad's side of the family, which was densely populated with
the "peace and love" promoters.
As her father was in the military, she also bounced
around a lot, moving back and forth between Oregon
and San Diego. To the students at her primarily Christian
schools, most of whom had never been out of the country,
she gave off alternative, exotic vibes. Laurion recognizes
now how "fake" her hippy persona was compared to who
Photo by Regn Hill
THE CRESCENT I FEATURES
she is now.
When she stepped off the plane, Laurion was not only
greeted by a wave of humidity but also wonder.
"I was like, Tm here, I'm here, I'm here!'" said Laurion.
Surprisingly, unlike some students when they study
abroad, she didn't experience any culture shock. In fact,
she felt like she belonged for one of the first times in her
life, and that she could truly be herself in Thailand.
"The people and the culture are so accepting and just
open and loving," Laurion said. "They don't care who you
are, who you love, what you do. Everyone is respectful and
respected."
While the government, parents, and teachers could be
strict, the hierarchical culture was but a small blight on the trip.
Even with those limitations of being higher than
you, they still respected you and you still respected them
for who they were. Everyone was free to think what they
wanted to think," said Laurion.
I think the world views I took away from iv, everyone
is living their own reality [in which] they see things," Lau
rion said. "The way I see this is different from the way you
see this, even though we're from the same culture. So, it s
just about accepting that. Not judging your own thoughts
and not judging the thoughts of others in a way. I think
that's the biggest thing. It's made me really patient with
people and open to listening."
What she also loved about Thailand was the Buddhist
influence.
They have a lot of values on life and what you con
sume," she said. "Eating to live, not overeating, which was
really cool."
As a vegan herself, Laurion found living in a place
that practiced the same nutritional habits refreshing.
However, the "honeymoon" didn't last forever. A few
months into her trip, Laurion journeyed to northern Thai
land, where she came into contact with American tourism.
The tourists well outnumbered the Thai living there, and
the vendors only seemed to want her money; compared
to the people living in the south, everyone seemed cold,
greedy, and shallow.
If anything, Laurion said, she experienced reverse
culture shock. In addition to her experiences in the north,
Laurion admitted she struggled to connect with her
American peers, who often partied, slept around, smoked
and caused drama. Even back in the States, she and her
friends never partook in any of those activities.
After witnessing daily life in northern Thailand, Laurion's
enthusiasm waned and she slipped into a brief depression.
"It kind of made me think, 'Oh my God, when I get
home, this is kind of what it's going to be Hke," she said.
"It's funny that it had nothing to do with being homesick,
it was actually my being sick of home. Like, 'I don't want
to go back to that,' you know?"
Once she returned to the south and started investing her
time and energy into the activities and people on the trip
who brought her joy, she began to feel like herself again.
Her greatest transformation, however, came in the
form of a spirituality shift.
Raised in a strict Christian home, she'd seldom been
exposed to any other religions or spiritual customs. In fact,
she once thought that ritualistic practices of any sort were
evil. Now, she believes she simply misunderstood not only
how eastern religions work, but religion in general.
'A lot of religions have core stories fiom the past that
are the same 2uid people don't really connect those dots very
easily," said Laurion. "Or they're not open to it because a lot
of people are very into it [religion] being one way and one
truth, which I respect if people believe that, for sure."
Laurion believes most religions "overlap" and that
people can find truth in every faith.
"I think if you're living a good, positive life and shin
ing a Ught, seeking understanding and peace that you're
doing fine for yourself," she said.
Despite hating labels, the closest religious format to
what she subscribes is UmversaUsm. Since moving back
to the U.S, she has practiced spirituality a totally differ
ent way. She meditates frequently in either her mind or
through listening to music. She also watches documenta
ries and reads articles on spirituality. Additionally, Laurion
prioritizes self-reflection. That meant prioritizing activities
that she had once put off, like biking, artist endeavors
and personal health. She's found a spiritual mentor as
well in her best friend and former GFU student Jordyn
Brenneman.
Occasionally, she'll attend church with her family or
friends, but only because she's open to all different reli
gious experiences, not because she prefers Christianity
over all others.
Above all, though, Thailand revitalized her thirst for
adventure and opened the door for new opportunities.
"It reminded me that it is possible to live somewhere
else and sustain myself and work and do whatever needed
to live wherever I want to live," said Laurion. "It kind of
encouraged me that I don't have to find some huge job
with Nike in their international sector. I don't have to do
that to travel and stiU make money. I can live where I want
to live, whether it's long or short term, and I'll find some
thing that fits me."
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Hannah Dierdorff
The Power of Poetry
By Car a Vincent
Few college students wake up before the sun rises.
George Fox University (GFU) senior Hannah
Dierdorff does so almost every morning to write
poetry.
"I try to write every day. But not every day. The
dream would be to write every morning," Dierdorff said.
DierdorfFs journey to becoming a poet began as most
epic journeys do: by reading about a strong female figure
when she was eleven years old.
"When I was eleven I read 'Emily of New Moon,'"
Dierdorff said. "The character is an 11-year-old girl who
writes poetry and I related to her a lot because of her
imagination and love of nature. I decided I wanted to be
hke her in every way possible and that is how it began."
That journey will be continuing on the other side of
the nation next year in Charlottesville, Va. Dierdorff will
be attending University of Virginia's Master of Fine Arts
Program in creative writing with an emphasis in poetry.
The program is fuUy funded and one of the top in the
nation.
As part of the two-year program, she will be partici
pating in writing workshops, writing a book-length thesis
of poetry, and teaching undergraduate courses in her
second year.
She will not only be studying in one of the finest
programs under some of the finest living poets, such as
former Poet Laurette Rita Dove, but the program is nes
tled about 30 miles from Shenandoah National Park. This
is the perfect location for Dierdorff, who seeks the peace
and unity of God's creation.
"A lot of my poems are conversations to God or about
God," said Dierdorff.
She went on speaking poetically saying, "I believe
poetry has the power to continually re-shape reality. The
words we speak and hear continually form the ways we
think and act, so understanding that relationship between
language and justice or injustice gives poetry a sort of
moral imperative."
Essential to her journey as a poet have been GFU
Professor Bill Jolliff and her dad.
Dierdorff shared that "My dad taught me my love of
language and words. We wottld make stories together. We
would play rhyming games. He primarily sees the world in
metaphor and explains the world in metaphor."
"Bill is probably the biggest influence in my writing
hfe so far," said Dierdorff.
She said she has a hard time summarizing why be
cause there are so many reasons, but said, "He is the best
teacher I have ever had. Hands down. He has been so
intentional about encouraging me and challenging me in
my writing," Dierdorff said.
"He saw more in me than I saw in myself. He mod
els how I want to be as an academic, as a teacher, as a
poet. In the way that he integrates his faith into all those
things," Dierdorff explained.
She is expecting feeling lonely after moving, because
of being away from the family and friends who she is close
to. "I know I will be lonely at times, but I don't think I am
scared of that anymore. That is part of what it means to
grow, to embrace periods of loneliness," she said.
She then expressed the self-doubt almost every student
is bound to feel, saying through laughter, "Part of me is
kind of a little scared I am going to get there and they are
going to realize they made a mistake. But I know that is
not rational," said Dierdorff.
Most of all, Dierdorff is excited: "I'm excited to be
part of an artistic community. Meet other people who
are doing what I'm doing and be inspired by them. To be
surprised," she said.
She will be moving across the country and putting
herself in a different context and in different situations
outside of her comfort zone. She will be pursuing poetry
full-time.
"Poetry's goal is to grieve the current state of things
and also give hope," said Dierdorff.
Hopefully, Dierdorff w 11 continue to do just that and
emulate all that she has loved in those who have taught
her to love poetry and encouraged her pursuit of it.
Gome August, Dierdorff will be waking up as dawn
breaks to examine herself and the world through poetry.
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Photo hy Regn Hill
THE CRESCENT I FEATURES
UI helieve poetry has the
pozver to contifiually re
shape reality. The zvords zve
speah and hear continually
form the xvays zsue
think and act.
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That s a Wrap!
BE SURE TO TAKE LOTS OF PHOTOS AND TELL
LOTS OF STORIES THIS SUMMER.
WHEN YOU GET BACK, WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
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